Name:___________________                          Date:______________________
 
The Road by Cormac McCarthy
Worksheet B
Pages 74-102
Last sentence on page 102: “A strange beauty. He got up and dragged more wood onto the fire.”

Please highlight or make note of any interesting or confusing passages you notice in your reading. If there is anything you want to note for discussion, there is space at the bottom. The following questions will be used as a guideline for discussion in our next meeting.

1. On page 84, the boy sees someone in the road. Who does the boy see? 

A. A woman
B. A little boy
C. A little girl
D. Other: _______________

1a. Do you think what he saw was real? 

E. Yes, it was real
F. No, the boy was imagining it

2. On page 91, the man and the boy see “the bad guys”. Describe what they look like, what they carry, and how many there are. 

A. Small group of men on horses
B. Large group of men with red scarves, women, and slaves dragging a wagon full of supplies
C. Zombies
D. Other: _________
2b. Why do you think they are considered “the bad guys”?

E. They are a large group of cannibals and own slaves
F. They have evil magical powers
G. They killed the man’s wife
H. Other: ____________

3a. Read this passage from page 77. “He'd carved the boy a flute from a piece of roadside cane and he took it from his coat and gave it to him. The boy took it wordlessly. After a while he fell back and after a while the man could hear him playing. A formless music for the age to come. Or perhaps the last music on earth called up from out of the ashes of its ruin. The man turned and looked back at him. He was lost in concentration. The man thought he seemed some sad and solitary changeling child announcing the arrival of a traveling spectacle in shire and village who does not know that behind him the players have all been carried off by wolves.”

3b. What is this passage trying to say?

A. The boy misses his flute lessons
B. The flute represents beauty from the past contrasted with the surrounding ruin of their new life
C. It means nothing. The boy just likes his new flute
D. Other: ________


3c. Do you listen to music? What's your favorite genre? 

A. No. I don’t listen to much music
B. Yes! My favorite is classic rock
C. Yes! My favorite is jazz
D. Yes! My favorite is country
E. Yes! Other: __________

3d. Has music ever helped you in any way (ex. put you in a good mood, reminded you of a good time, etc.)? Circle all that apply.

F. Yes! It puts me in a good mood
G. Yes! It reminds me of good memories
H. Yes! I like to dance and sing
I. No. I don’t listen to much music

4. On page 96, the trees keep falling down. Why are the trees falling down? 

A. Earthquake
B. Forest fire
C. Snowstorm
D. Other: _______________

5. The man and the boy get stuck in a snowstorm. What is your favorite memory of being stuck in a snowstorm? 

E. Playing in the snow
F. Skiing/snowboarding
G. Skipping school
H. Nothing, I hate snow
I. Other: _______________



6. What is a word that you came across when reading that you did not know the meaning of? Look up the definition and include it below:



NOTES:

