The Thursday Murder Club by Richard Osman
Worksheet B
Chapter 1-5 (Page 1-28)

Please highlight or make note of any interesting or confusing passages/words you notice in your reading. If there is anything you want to note for discussion, there is space at the bottom. The following questions will be used as a guideline for discussion at our next meeting.

1. Why do the members of The Thursday Murder Club say they are not friends? (Page 13)
· Because they do not like each other
· Because they have never met
· Because they don’t think they would socialize if it were not for the club
· Other:

When was the last time you were invited to join a group? What kind of group was it? Explain how you felt about it (e.g., Excited? Nervous? Dread?). Why?
· Excited
· Nervous
· Other
· Explain:


2. Describe Coopers Chase.
· A private boarding school
· A Catholic Convent
· An old resort


What is your overall impression of the community at Cooper’s Chase? Would you enjoy living in a place like this? Why or why not?
· It seems like a welcoming and interesting community, I wouldn’t mind living there.
· It seems like there are suspicious things happening, I wouldn’t want to live there.
· Other:
· Explain:


3. On page 20, Joyce writes in her journal, “She [Penny] wasn’t really supposed to have the files, but who was to know? After a certain age, you can pretty much do whatever takes your fancy. No one tells you off, except for your doctors and your children.”
Do you agree with Joyce’s humorous conclusion? Why or why not?
· Agree
· Disagree
· Explain:


Penny is no longer a member of The Thursday Murder Club. Describe a time at work, school, or in your family when you weren’t able to participate in something because of your health. Did this affect you in a positive or negative way? Explain.
· I felt anxious about missing out, and I wasn’t sure others understood my limitations.
· I felt relieved that I could take time to focus on my health and others were understanding of that.
· Other
· Explain:
4. Ian Ventham plans to fire Tony Curran in order to gain more money for himself and is scared that Curran would kill him as a result. Have you ever feared for your life? Explain.

· Yes
· No
· I’ve gotten close to that point when:



· Explain:



The owners of Coopers Chase are motivated by and make decisions based on what would benefit them financially. Do you think this accurately describes the world today? How do you tend to make decisions and why?
· Yes, it accurately describes the world today.
· No, I think the world is motivated by:



· Explain:

